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are only stepping stones in the struggle to reach the
Ultimate.

In Western religion the idea is that without the New
Testament and Christ there could be no religion. A
similar belief exists in Judaism with regard to Moses and
the Prophets, because these religions are dependent
upon mythology only. Real religion, the highest, rises
above mythology ; it can never rest upon that. Modern
science has really made the foundations of religion
strong. That the whole universe is one is scientifically
demonstrable. What the metaphysicians call ' being' ,
the physicist calls ' matter', but there is no real fight
between the two ; for both are one. Though an atom
is invisible, unthinkable, yet in it are the whole power
and -potency of the universe. That is exactly what the
Vedantist says of Atman. All sects are really saying
the same thing in different words.

Vedanta and modern science both posit a self-
evolving Cause. In Itself are all the causes. Take for
^ example the potter shaping a pot. The potter is the
primal cause, the clay the material cause, and the
wheel the instrumental cause; but the Atman is all
"three. Atman is cause and manifestation too. The
^Vedantist says, "The universe is not real, it is only
apparent. Nature is God seen through nescience."